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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
Preparation for entry into kindergarten has involved a parent information night, registration day for parents, and a 
visitation for students. This year, we have restructured the entry process in order to consolidate these events. 
Additionally, we’ve identified an assessment tool which should help with the placement process by providing more 
comprehensive information on each student. 
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PLT SMART Goal  

 
To develop a framework (schedule, procedures, assessments) for a comprehensive Kindergarten entry process. 
 

 
Key Actions 
 
During the 2011-12 school year, elementary principals worked with the Assistant Superintendent in order to  identify a new 
approach to kindergarten registration and placement.  The goal was to make the process more efficient, while also  giving us the 
opportunity to gather more comprehensive information on the incoming students. 

It was proposed that registration and student assessment would take place during two days in May when the current K class would 
not have school.   The Assistant Superintendent worked with the School Committee and developed a  2012-13 calendar which 
reflected these two “no school days” for kindergarteners.  

We considered various standardized assessments that could be used as a screener with 4 and 5 year olds and selected the 
BRIGANCE. 

We worked with kindergarten teachers to determine models that would work for each building.  Even though we were seeking to 
find similar standards upon which to base our assessments, we were not seeking to standardize how the process should be 
completed.  We all agreed that each school should have the flexibility to define how their days would run. 

Kindergarten teachers were trained to use the BRIGANCE . 

All four schools completed the registration process, assessed students, analyzed results, and completed placement during the two 
day period. 

 



 
Findings  
As a result of the two days dedicated solely to registration and placement, we  were able to collect ample information which 
supported well-informed placement decisions.   
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

We will survey kindergarten teachers for their feedback on the assessment tool and process. 
During the fall and winter months, we will evaluate the degree to which the K classrooms are balanced and assess the effectiveness 
of our process.   
 
 

 


